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SAVE THE DATE:  Iron River Lakes Association Annual Meeting ! 

PCLA ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 

Iron River Community Center   

9 am –11am 

Doors open at 8:30  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the  annual PCLA 

general meeting on Sat. August 1.  The annual meeting is a 

great opportunity to share your ideas and concerns,  net-

work with others who love the Pike Chain and  learn what 

issues are facing our lakes and  the significance of the work 

PCLA does.  You’ll also enjoy our 2 guest speakers:  An-

drew Theil, the new Bayfield Count AIS Coordinator 

and Tony Cross of  Walleyes  for Northwest Wisconsin-

Bayfield County.    

 

If you can’t attend the meeting, please consider  joining or 

renewing your tax deductible annual membership  dues and 

tax deductible annual donation  to lake management.  

PCLA is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization working spe-

cifically to promote the sustainable management of our 

beautiful Pike Chain.     

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Al Bochler, President 

Eddie Wangensteen, Vice President 

Jay Kernan, Treasurer 

Kristen Sandager, Secretary 

John Joseph,  Past President/website 

 

Martha Oie 

Debb Sharbonno 

Greg Ogren 

Jim Swenson 

 

 

Howard Lehman 

Ed Brunner 

Kari Wangensteen 

AGENDA 

• 8:30-9:00 

Pay dues/lake contributions 

Enjoy coffee and rolls with 

your neighbors 

• 9:00-10:00 

Business meeting 

• 10:00-11:00 

Guest Speakers: 

Andy Theil-AIS Coordina-

tor, Bayfield County Land & 

Water Conservation De-

partment 

Tony Cross-Walleyes for 

NW Wisconsin, Bayfield 

County Chapter 
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W HERE  HAVE  ALL  THE  WALLEYES  GONE  

Last year we had the LoonWatch 

presentation at our meeting and this 

year Walleyes will be our focus!!   

Walleyes for Northwest Wisconsin 

was formed by a local group of an-

glers in 1994.  Their main purpose 

was and remains to act as a vehicle 

for Walleye enthusiasts to join to-

gether to protect and enhance the 

opportunity to catch Walleyes now 

and in the future. Their mission is to 

improve fishing in northwest Wis-

consin particularly for but not lim-

ited to Walleyes.  The Hayward 

Chapter has been very successful in 

bringing back the Walleyes in their 

area and their President is Joe Gen-

drich and VicePresident Bob Schus-

ter. The Bayfield County Chapter is 

in the process of getting started with 

Tony Cross (O’Brien’s CStore) as 

it’s president. Tony,  along with Joe 

and/or Bob from the Hayward Chap-

ter will be giving a brief presentation 

at our annual meeting on August 1st, 

2015.   We were  hoping to have 

Scott Toshner, the DNR Fisheries 

Biologist for Douglas and Bayfield 

Counties, also speak at our meeting 

but he has a conflict that day and 

cannot attend. We are in the proc-

ess of scheduling Scott to speak at 

another time soon-date and time to 

yet be determined but hopefully 

the weekend after our  annual 

meeting.  More information will be 

at the annual meeting and posted 

on the website and facebook. 
  

Eddie Wangensteen, VicePresident 

PCLA 

 

Greetings from our Iron River Pike Chain of Lakes Association Board and the Aquatic Invasive Species Committee. 

 
We are pleased to announce our Pike Lake Chain has been awarded an  AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) State DNR Grant 

for 2015 in the amount of $15,550.13. These funds will be used for control of  EWM (Eurasian water milfoil) with 

chemicals and hand pulling in addition to research on native plant restoration.  This grant follows our previous 5 year 

grant from 2009 for $160,000.00  that is now completed with all funds accounted for. Our being able to partner with the 

State has helped greatly, adding to funding provided by our dedicated local members. 

 
We have increased our membership over the years and have over 180 families and individuals paying dues and making 

donations to the future of the Pike Lake Chain. YOU ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!  We will not be able to elimi-

nate the EWM, but can hold it back to levels not having major impact on lake use and quality. Bayfield County 

continues to provide boat inspections with the Clean Boats Clean Water Program. Their efforts help prevent new species 

from entering our Chain  or infecting other lakes in our area. We will be treating 3.6 acres of EWM  this June. 
 Thank you for your past and continued support. 

 
 Barb Bochler, Joann Bassett, John Westman, Al Bochler-AIS Committee 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES UPDATE 

Special thanks to long time Pike Chain resident Rick Tuttle for volunteering his time and expertise to com-

plete and file our Association’s 501 (c)(3) tax return.  Rick has volunteered his services doing this for the 

last 3 years.  Rick is the owner of Tuttle’s Accounting in Ashland.  

THANK YOU RICK TUTTLE-TUTTLE’S ACCOUNTING! 



RESTORING   MEMORIES  MEMORIES  MEMORIES  ONONON   THETHETHE   CHAINCHAINCHAIN  
 My name is Howard Lehman. I've been coming up to the Pike Lake Chain for all of my life, 67 years now. My maternal grandparents owned a 

cottage on Buskey Bay starting around 1920 on property right next to The Norseman's Lodge, now known as The Spot. Because my parents were 

school teachers who also taught summer school, they had less than four weeks between the end of regular school and summer session. After tending 

to some things at our house in Plymouth, Wisconsin  we drove up here, usually getting here in the second week of June and leaving just before July 

4. Some time was always spent in Superior where my grandparents lived, but most of the time was spent at "the lake". My parents and I loved the 

lakes on the Chain.  

 

When I was finally able to be trusted to use a motor on a rented boat, I was cruising and fishing every day. My greatest joy at the time was "wide-

open-throttle" with the wind in my hair with my 7 and 1/2 horse Johnson 

motor. In about 1965,  my dad traded his fiberglass fishing boat for a new 18' 

Cruisers Inc. lapstrake boat with an 80 horsepower Mercury outboard. I sel-

dom got to take that out on my own. We had it up here for a couple of sum-

mers and enjoyed it a lot. During winters my dad stored it at one of his stu-

dent's barns. One winter day we were awakened by pounding on the door to 

the announcement that our boat had completely burned up in a barn fire. My 

dad had insurance on it but not enough to purchase another boat like it so  he 

used the insurance money to buy a 1949-1953 Chris Craft 24' Express 

Cruiser in need of much TLC. It needed quite a bit of work but we were able 

to use it for one summer.  When I came home for Christmas break my fresh-

man year of college, my Dad told me he had a job for me.......stripping the 

old finish off the boat, then sanding, staining, varnishing and painting it! He 

told me what to do and how to do it. If you knew my dad, you can still hear 

the  colorful language he used while giving me instructions. Oddly, I liked 

doing this.  The boat looked great when I was done and I looked forward to 

seeing it on the water.  

 

My first lesson in wood boats came when I saw what the sun did to only 

three coats of varnish. I learned then and there that the sun lifts the varnish 

right off the boat unless you have enough on.  At least 12 coats are needed to get through a summer's worth of sun and UV rays. When the varnish 

lifts, the only thing you can do is take it  all off again and then add many more coats.  

 

Eventually my parents sold the boat and made plans to move up here permanently when they retired. They bought the cottage and land from my 

mom's siblings and built their modest retirement home. They lived in this home for the rest of their lives until I acquired ownership in 2001. My 

wife Patty and I eventually moved up here permanently in August of 2010. I kept an interest in restoring wood boats in the back of my mind and 

then went to a number of Classic Wood Boat Shows that sparked my interest again and  then bought our first wood boat in 1995. It was a 1955 

Chris Craft 18' Continental. I did the typical "fluff and buff".....taking off the old varnish and stain, sanding, then applying new stain and varnish. 

Yes, I remembered my lesson, I gave the boat 12 coats of varnish. We enjoyed it a lot, but I really wanted a "runabout" style  where the engine is 

decked over  producing a very sleek craft which isn’t as practical as the ”utility” style where the engine is under a box like today’s inboard ski 

boats.    

 

I traded my completed1955  Continental for a basket case looking 1950 Chris Craft 18' Riviera. This boat needed some woodwork done to it.  I 

finally completed it and it  looked great. Other people thought so too  and after only one or two hours of use on the water I sold it. After that came a 

1966 Chris Craft 17' ski boat; then a 1946 15' Century Utility; another Riviera  this time built in 1954; then a 1947 Chris Craft 17' DeLuxe Run-

about; a 1941 Chris Craft DeLuxe Runabout (a Barrelback…my favorite one of all); a 20' 1953 Chris Craft Riviera;several wood outboard boats, 

one that now belongs  to Patty- a 1949 14' Dunphy; and a 1954 Chris Craft 17' Sportsman.  

 

Other people began asking me to work on their boats so this is what I am doing now. I work almost every day and am always happy to show people 

what I do. My wife will be the first to tell people who come here to look,  "he'll talk and bore you forever with details of the restorations, so make 

sure you have a plan to leave before you get here".   

 

The boats I work on now usually need a lot of work and most of them need lots of new wood, new bottoms and even new framework. These take a 

lot of time and  patience, a lot of material, and a lot of time, and a lot of time...I believe I said that already-sorry, but they take a lot of time to com-

plete. Every once in a while one of my own wood boats gets out on the Pike Lake Chain. If it’s one of my Chris Crafts, you'll always know because 

of the GREAT (at least I think so) sound of its exhaust. 

 

 If you'd like to check out what I'm doing I'd love to show you. My shop is small and  there are usually two boats in the shop, lots of dust and not 

much room, but you're always invited. If you'd like to check things out, please call me first....715-372-5273. When  I'm varnishing I can't have peo-

ple in the shop but,  there are plenty of times when I'm sanding or fabricating things and I need a break.  

 

If you see a varnished boat on the lake, especially around Buskey Bay, Millicent or Hart, it’s probably one of us. I am proud  to say that there are at 

least two or three other wood boats on our Chain. There is plenty of room for others. These boats look great on our lakes, and we're very lucky to 

have such a great lake system to boat in. Let's us all take great care in maintaining the Pike Lake Chain  so 25, 50, or 100 years from now the lakes 

will look as good as they do now.                     Howard Lehman, 9565 South Buskey Bay Drive. 

If you have  a favorite MEMORYMEMORYMEMORY on the Chain that you’d like to share  in the newsletter  (photo or  story) please email to Kris 

Sandager at sandagk@yahoo.com 
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One of the most well known invasive 

species are zebra mussels. Fortunately, 

they are not known to be in any inland 

lakes in Bayfield County.  In fact, they 

haven’t been found in any inland lakes 

in Northwest Wisconsin.  This is good 

news!  So why is it that whenever 

someone mentions aquatic invasive 

species people say, “Oh, you mean like 

zebra mussels.”  Well, they are in Lake 

Superior and are one of the more high-

lighted species in the news.  Everyone 

has heard about them but most do not 

know why they are bad news.  Nor do 

they know what can be done to control, 

or better yet, prevent them.  

 

THE DAMAGE  

The obvious problems caused by an 

invasive species are usually visual.  

There are many images of beaches 

veiled by mussel shells sharp enough 

to cut your feet or equipment coated 

with zebra mussels attached by their 

byssal threads.  They can also damage 

motors by clogging the cooling system.  

However, these impacts are small 

when looking at the real damage these 

mussels cause. Zebra mussels love to 

feed on phytoplankton which are the 

base of the aquatic food web.  This 

reduces both the oxygen and food 

available for many small fish and other 

animals in the water. With the removal 

of large amounts of phytoplankton 

comes sudden and unnatural improved 

water clarity.  The increase in  water 

clarity allows light to penetrate deeper, 

stimulating plant growth.  This could 

lead to dangerously low oxygen levels 

in the winter when this increased plant 

biomass is decomposing. Zebra mus-

sels do shy away from one kind of 

food, though. Cyanobacteria, also 

known as blue-green algae, appear to 

be undigested and can thrive in an area 

where nutrients are being released due 

to zebra mussels gluttonous feeding.  

These blue-green algae blooms pose a 

health risk to humans and pets.  

 

WHERE ARE THEY   

Zebra mussels are in 187 lakes and 

streams in Wisconsin.  Recently they 

were found in Northern Minnesota in 

Pike Lake and Lake Winnibegosh.  So 

why haven’t we found any invasions in 

Bayfield County’s inland waters?  I 

can tell you that it is not for lack of 

looking.  Many volunteers throughout 

Bayfield County have been trained on 

how to sample for invasive species and 

surveys of our priority waters do not 

show a sign of them.  Do our waters 

support  zebra mussel growth?  Water 

chemistry plays a large factor in 

whether a lake is a suitable home for 

zebra mussels.  They are limited by 

how much calcium is in the water.  

Thanks to a study by the University of 

Wisconsin Center for Limnology we 

can classify lakes on their suitability of 

zebra mussel habitat.  There are actu-

ally 43 water bodies in Bayfield 

County that are suitable and 124 that 

are borderline suitable for zebra mus-

sel invasion.  To view a list of these 

lakes you can visit the Bayfield County 

AIS website or contact the county AIS 

specialist at ATeal@bayfieldcounty. 

 

HOW DO WE STOP THEM   

The best way to prevent zebra  mussels 

is to follow the AIS prevention steps of 

INSPECT, REMOVE, DRAIN, 

NEVER MOVE.  The most important 

of these to remember is to drain the 

water from your equipment and allow 

it to dry or clean it with a mild bleach 

solution. Zebra mussel veligers 

(offspring) are microscopic and float 

around in water left in recreational 

equipment and can easily be trans-

ported by someone unfamiliar with the 

harm they could cause. Remember to 

also drain your live wells and tilt your 

motors down at the boat landing to 

remove all the water.  

Volunteer to monitor for zebra mus-

sels.  As adults, they are one of the 

easiest invasive species to  identify.  If 

you are unfamiliar with monitoring, 

you can attend a training event and 

learn how to monitor for all kinds of 

invasive species.  REMOVE and IN-

SPECT YOUR DOCKS. This is a 

great time to check for zebra mussels 

and report any suspicious specimens.  

 

Make a Rapid Response Plan for 

your lake.  Simply developing the 

plan will help educate many people.  

This allows for immediate action to be 

taken to prevent the spread of zebra 

mussels. Unfortunately once they are 

present there are limited options in 

managing them in the lake and eradica-

tion is unlikely.  However, knowing 

what to do about the problem will 

make everyone more aware of how 

they can stop zebra mussels. 

 

Copied with permission from Bayfield 

Land & Water Conservation Depart-

ment AIS Program Spring 2015 news-

letter.   

Check out their website: 

www.bayfieldcounty.org 

OR 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Bayfield-County-AIS-

Project/486473981401597?fref=ts 

WHAT’S SO BAD ABOUT ZEBRA MUSSELS? 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bayfield-County-AIS-Project/486473981401597?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bayfield-County-AIS-Project/486473981401597?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bayfield-County-AIS-Project/486473981401597?fref=ts


 PCLA MEMBERSHIP & LAKE MANAGEMENT CONTRIBUTION 

All information is confidential and used only by PCLA.  Thank you for printing clearly. 

 

Name _________________________________________________  Lake ______________________________________ 

 

Permanent  mailing address________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ____________________________________ State ________________ Zip Code ___________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________ Phone ________________________________________ 

 

Preferred mailing method for  FALL newsletter (please circle)         email            mail 

 

PCLA bylaws allows a household to be member.  There is a maximum of 2 voting members per household and they 

are: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ( Name )  

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ( Name )  

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

⃞ PCLA Board Member    ⃞ PCLA Committee ( Please circle )  

⃞ Eurasian Water Milfoil Control  

⃞ Water Quality Monitoring 

⃞ Purple Loosestrife Control 

⃞ Shoreline Restoration   

⃞ Fundraising/Social Activities                            

⃞ Road Side Clean Up- ” Adopt-a-Highway”  

 

Please make checks payable to Iron River Pike Chain of Lakes Assoc..  Mail your completed form  

and check in the enclosed envelope to: 

Iron River Pike Chain of Lakes Association       

Attention:  Treasurer 

P.O. Box 602 

Iron River,  WI  54847 

 

 

Aquatic Invasive Species           Education/Communications 

Fishery             Water Quality 

Fundraising /membership                  

 

•  2015  Annual Membership Dues     $20.00  

    (TAX  DEDUCTIBLE) 

 

•  Annual  TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation for 2015 

 to lake management   (Suggested donation 

$1.00 per front foot or  other amount)   ________

                   

             Total                ________ 

 

THANK YOU! 



Iron River Pike Chain of Lakes Assoc., Inc. 

P.O. Box 602 

Iron River, WI  54847 

PCLA Annual Meeting  August 1, 2015 

www.facebook.com/PikeChainofLakes  www.pikechain.org 

Dear Lake Shore Property Owner     

  

The intent of this letter is to notify you that 

the Iron River Lakes Association has hired 

Northern Aquatic Services, an herbicide 

application company for hire, to treat the 

nuisance exotic Eurasian watermilfoil in the 

Pike Chain.  The Wisconsin DNR has is-

sued a permit to treat roughly 4 acres of 

EWM in the Pike Chain.   The herbicide I 

will use (Sculpin G) is approved for aquatic 

use by the Environmental Protection 

Agency.  Any water usage restrictions for the 

treated area will be posted on yellow signs in that 

area.    

 

The permit application requires all prop-

erty owners to be notified that the permit 

application is being made and that they 

may obtain a copy of the application to 

personally review. The planned treatment 

is in accordance with the Pike Chain’s 

Aquatic Plant Management Plan (APM 

Plan) to control Eurasian water milfoil. 

Questions concerning the APM Plan can 

be directed to Al Bochler of the Iron 

River Area Lakes Association. A copy of 

the permit may be obtained from the Lake 

Association.  

 

I am scheduled to make the treatment in 

June 2015.    

         

If you have any questions you may con-

tact Northern Aquatic Services at 715-755

-3507 or the Wisconsin DNR’s Water 

Resources Management Specialist Craig 

Roesler, 715-634-9658 at Hayward.  

Chemical fact sheets are available upon 

request. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dale Dressel 

Northern Aquatic Services 

Notice of Aquatic Plant Management on the Pike Chain in Bayfield County  

 

THANK YOU members, donors, 

volunteers, and ALL who care and work 

to protect the beautiful Pike Chain of 

Lakes.  Acknowledgement of 2014 do-

nors to lake management will be in the 

fall newsletter.   

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW...the Bayfield 

County Clean Boat Clean Water Pro-

gram for the Pike Chain/Delta 

Lake/Long Lake-Iron River inspected 

2139 boats and 4812 people were edu-

cated. In 2014.  WAY   TO GO! 


